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New York City Marijuana Possession 
Arrests of Whites, Hispanics and 

Blacks in Two Decades

Source: New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services, 
Computerized Criminal History system.  Includes all fingerprintable arrests 
for NY State Penal Law Article 221 offenses as the most serious charge in 
an arrest event.  Ages 16 and older.  1978 data was used for 1977.

108,000 
Hispanics 

arrested (30%)

52,000 Whites 
arrested (14%)

196,000 Blacks 
arrested for 

marijuana (54%)

23,000 Blacks arrested
9,000 Hispanics arrested

5,000 Whites arrested


